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The church's one foundation

is Jesus Christ her Lord;

she is his new creation

by water and the Word.

From heaven he came and sought her
to be his holy bride;

with his own blood he boughther,
and for her life he died.

Elect from every nation,

yet one o'er all the earth;

her charter of salvation,

one Lord, one faith, one birth;
one holy name she blesses,
partakes one holy food,

and to one hope she presses,
with every grace endued.



Though with a scornful wonder
we see her sore oppressed,

by schisms rent asunder,

by heresies distressed,

yet saints their watch are keeping;
their cry goes up, "How long?"
And soon the night of weeping
shall be the morn of song.

Mid toil and tribulation,

and tumult of her war,

she waits the consummation
of peace forevermore;

till, with the vision glorious,
her longing eyes are blest,

and the great church victorious
shall be the church at rest.






And isit so! | shall be like Thy Son?

Is this the grace which He for me has won?
Father of glory—thought beyond all thought!
In glory, to His own blest likeness brought!

Oh, Jesus, Lord, who loved me like to Thee?
Fruit of Thy work, with Thee, too, there to see
Thy glory, Lord, while endless ages roll,
Myself the prize and travail of Thy soul.

Yet it must be: Thy love had not its rest

Were Thy redeemed not with Thee fully blest;
That love that gives not as the world, but shares
All it possesses with its loved co-heirs.

Nor | alone; Thy loved ones, all complete

In glory, round Thee there with joy shall meet
All like Thee, for Thy glory like Thee, Lord,
Object supreme of all, by all adored.
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The sender

d before such a man - if only these churches were prepared
///%/////// e who was able to meet their every need
-



The recipients

yra
Patara

MEDITERRANEAN SEA

- The angel of the church of...” Whois this angel? Opinions differ...

* angel” should be ‘messenger’. The person who carried the message
from John on Patmos to the church.

e Chapter 1:20 suggests that the letters were addressedto the guiding
element of the churches. Maybethese are eldersin view.

* Mr. Allen suggests that: “Thereis a line of teaching in scripture that
shows a correspondence between heavenly things and their earthly
counterparts (see Heb.8:2,5; 9:23-24) ... it would seem that the word
‘angel’ is used representatively ... Thus if the lampstands represent
literal physical congregations viewed againstan earth background,
then the stars must representthe same company but in their moral
and spiritual condition againsta heavenly background.”

* The letter is delivered to the members of the churches



The overcomer

of Christian but every
. Itis a mistake to suppose
churches is real. The




Lessons — past

The things which you have seen 1:19

Ephesus Smyrna Pergamos Thyatira Sardis Philadelphia Laodicea
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Commendation

Ephesus

Rejects evil
Perseveres
Patience

Bears
suffering
with grace

Pergamos

Keep the
faith of
Christ

Thyatira

Love,
service,
faith,
patience

Sardis

Some have
kept the
faith

Philadelphia

Perseveres in
the faith,
keeps the
word of
Christ

Laodicea

Criticism

Love for
Christ no
longer
fervent

Tolerates
immorality,
idolatry and
heresies

Tolerates cult
of idolatry
and
immorality

A dead
church

None

Indifferent

Correction

Do the
works you
did at the
first

Be faithful
until death

Repent

Judgement
coming; keep
the faith

Repent;
strengthen
what
remains

Keep the
faith

Be zealous
and repent

The tree of
life

The crown of
life

Hidden
manna and a
stone with a
new name

Rule over
nations and
receive
morning star

Faithful
honoured
and clothed
in white

A place in
God’s
presence, a
new name
and the New
Jerusalem

Share
Christ’s
throne




For example...
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Background - cultural

42 miles south of Ephesus

10 miles west of Colossae
Strategically placed — good road
A prosperous city

Fine wool — from a particular breed of
black sheep that gave a rich glossy
wool suitable for clothingand carpet

Banking centre

Ruined by earthquakesin AD17 and
ADG61 butrefused any help to rebuild -
proud and independent

Medical school in which eye-salve
attracted sufferers from farand

wide — the school was dedicated to
the god of medicine

Received water that had been
channelled from the hot springsin
Hierapolis that was lukewarm by
the time it reached them (it had no
internal water supply of its own)

The name means ‘just people’ —
right in their own eyes perhaps?



*Hierapolis

Background - spiritual

We do not know much - little archaeological evidence
Must have been heathen gods and a Jewish synagogue
Probably formed from Colossae and maybe through Epaphras

Referred to in Colossians 1:7 and 4:16 - instructed to read the
Colossian epistle - they may also have received one of their own
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Things that are right

None mentioned!

Perhaps they were thinking of all that the Lord could commend them for.
They were ignorant of their spiritual condition before the Lord.
The words are more condemnatory than any of the others.

In other cases the Lord has always found at least one thing that is
praiseworthy.

Perhaps the world outside and the other assemblies in the region would
not even detect this concerning Laodicea, but the Lord again says: ‘| know’.
He is all-knowing and sees beyond the external — he knows the spiritual
condition of the church.

What about our local churches and our lives —is there anythingto
commend? Are we flattering ourselves before the God who sees and knows
it all?



)

Things that are wrong

You are neither cold nor hot, you are lukewarm vis,16

They were like the water that flowed into the city - undesirable. Hot water

was useful for its healing qualities, cold water for refreshment but lukewarm
is apparently good for nothing.

To be cold is to be devoid of spiritual lifeand have no interest in the things of
Christ. Tobe hotis literally to be ‘boiling” with the things of the Lord. To be
lukewarm is to have embraced Christianity but to have wanted the things of
the world as well and so be worthless as far as the Lord is concerned.

The Lord desires that they would be one or the other. If they were cold then
he could gloriously save them. If they were boilinghot then he could use
them. It has been well said that: ‘Open rebellion is easier to deal with than
apathy’.

And us? To what extent are we bubblingover for the Lord?



...otherwise

| will (am about to) vomit you out of my mouth vis

There is only one thing to do with lukewarm water —
spit it out. We can drink hot tea, we can drink iced tea,
but lukewarm tea is fit only for plants!

In what way would he vomit them out? Some say that
the lack of existence of a testimony in Laodicea today
would be testimony to the fact that it has already been
done. Others think it refers to the coming again of
Christ for the church — those who are not truly his will
be left behind— vomited out!

Your nakedness may be revealed vis

The believers saw what they wanted; the world was
perhaps confused with what it saw; but the Lord sees
and knows it all and will expose the false professors —
there is no foolinghim.

1y31 3 Suimnd
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Things that are wrong

You say vyou have need of nothing vi7

How dangerous. This was a wealthy city and so probably were the
members of the church. They had reached the point of material
satisfaction - not what the Lord requires. They were spiritually
destitute. Luke 12:19-21

So, not only were they lacking in zeal and fervour for the Lord, but
they were also totally complacent.

The Christian should never reach such a state. We need to be
endeavouringto be more like Christ and seeking to store up
treasure in heaven. prilippians 4:19
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Things that are wrong

You are wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked vi7

The Lord leaves them in no doubt as to their condition. They are
wretched (distressed and afflicted), miserable (to be pitied), poor
(destitute and in need of assistance) and blind (no spiritual sight).

This is not how those who are in Christ should be - these attributes
could be ascribed to unregenerate men — and there probably were
some of these among the ‘church in Laodicea’.

We need the humility to accept and recognise our position before
we serve the Lord effectively?
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Be zealous and repent v19

The Lord is chasteningthem because he loves them.

And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to
you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening
of the Lord, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked
by Him; For whom the Lord loves He chastens, and

scourges every son whom He receives.” Hebrews 12:5 (from
Proverbs 3:11,12)

But if he is to not expose them, they are required to
change their ways. The word ‘zeal’ here is very similar
to the word ‘hot’ used previously - they were to be
boiling over and fervent in his service all over again
(NKJV margin - ‘eager’).

True repentance was needed.

Are we ready to stand apartfrom so many ‘Christians’
today? To get our hearts in the right place, to repent

where that is required, such that we are truly zealous
and ferventin the service of the Lord?

1y31 3 Suimnd
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Open the door (v20)

A closed door - the Lord standing and knocking.
This door seems to be to the heart of an individual
believer.

In chapter 1 he was the one walking in the midst of
the lampstands. So he is appealing to individuals
within the church to open the door and let him
come in.

They needed the Lord back in their lives. He will
not break the door down, but he is still knocking.

Are we guilty of shutting the Lord out of our lives?
Is he having to knock on the outside of our heart’s
door or is he right inside?

1ys 1 Suimnd
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| will grant to sit with me on my throne v21

In they would have power over the nations if they remained faithful to him.
Now he shows the throne from which that power and authority will come.
He is seated on his Father’s throne, waiting to receive the kingdom. He is
on his Father’s throne and is thereby inextricably linked with him in his
authority. When he receives his kingdom, we will be linked with him in his
rule.

What a promise to those who sought after the riches, wealth and authority
of the world. They would have authority, riches and wealth the like of
which the world has never known, for all eternity. He overcame and now
has such a position. How much there is in store for those who are faithful

to him. Rev 11:15

The reward

| know ... He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
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Appendix

Prophetic Foreshadowings in the Seven Churches

Jim Allen, Revelation, What the Bible Teaches, John Ritchie 1997

EPHESIAN 70-170AD THE POST APOSTOLIC CHURCH

By 70 all the apostles except John had sealed their testimony in
blood. 169 is a generally accepted date for the martyrdom of
Polycarp in Smyrna. Early devotion to Christ begins to fade

SMYRNAN 170-312AD THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

These dates embrace the great general persecutions of the
Roman Emperors. 312 is the date of the professed conversion of
Constantine.

PERGAMENE 312-606AD THE PATRONISED CHURCH

312 and the conversion of Constantine marked the beginning of
the period when to become a Christian was the popular thing
and became the path to promotion and power within the
Empire. 606 is the year when Boniface, Bishop of Rome was
acknowledged “Universal Bishop” in fact the first Pope.

THYATIRAN 606-RAPTURE THE PAGAN CHURCH

The development of Roman Catholicism proceeded apace during
the Dark Ages until it had become the institutionalised system
which it is today. While shaken by the reformation it has
continued virtually unchanged and will continue until the
rapture. The removal of all believers at the rapture will leave
Roman Catholic congregations virtually untouched so that the
harlot features of “Mystery, Babylon the Great” will be
developed (Chapter 17).

SARDIAN 1517-RAPTURE THE PROFESSING CHURCH

On 31st October 1517 Martin Luther nailed his famous 95 theses
to the Church door in Wittenberg, Germany. This is generally
accepted as a convenient date to mark the beginning of the
Reformation. Denominationalism developing from the
Reformation period will continue until the rapture of the
church.

PHILADELPHIAN 1750-RAPTURE THE FEEBLE CHURCH

The evangelical preaching of John Wesley (1703-1791) and
George Whitefield (1714 to 1770) was followed by the recovery
of missionary zeal under William Carey (1761 to 1834) “the
father of modern missions”, and the world-wide exercise about
ecclesiastical truth that led to recovery of scriptural principles
of gathering under J N Darby (1800 to 1882) and many others; all
marked an evangelistic revival. In many parts of the world the
fruit of this recovery will be felt until the rapture.

LAODICEAN 1900-RAPTURE THE LUKEWARM CHURCH

Many assemblies today would admit a lukewarm condition. The
very existence of this in some assemblies is a witness that the
rapture of the Church cannot be very distant. The widespread
embrace of charismatic teaching has also led to a spiritual
complacency that hides a poverty in many congregations which,
in spiritual terms, is very similar to what existed in Laodicea.
Churches of this kind often have large numbers, great profession
and great activity but with little fidelity to either scripture or
Christ. Some even boast that they “have need of nothing”.



